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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

——
PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s opening prayer will be offered by
Rabbi Yosef Greenberg, founder and
spiritual leader of the Lubavitch Jew-
ish Center of Alaska in Anchorage, AK.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Almighty God, I invoke Your bless-
ing today on this honorable body, the
United States Senate. In these trou-
bling times, when misguided people use
religion to commit the greatest crimes
against humanity by stabbing and
murdering innocent men, women, and
children in the Middle East, Europe,
Israel, the U.S.A., and all over the
world, may You grant, Almighty God,
that the Members of this honorable
body have the wisdom and courage to
embody the universal values of the
Seven Commandments which You, Al-
mighty God, issued to Noah and his
family after the Great Flood, the fore-
most of which is not to commit mur-
der. Grant, Almighty God, that the
Members of the Senate, who assembled
here today, to fulfill one of Your Seven
Commandments, the Commandment to
govern by just laws, understand that
the United States has the ability to
lead the entire world and be a role
model in spreading and incorporating
Your Seven Laws, and in doing so, have
the power to bring healing and peace to
a struggling and broken world that is
facing ongoing terror and violence.

Almighty God, I beseech You today
to bless the Senate, in the merit of one
of the spiritual giants of our time and
our Nation, the Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
of saintly blessed memory, who
launched the universal campaign to
bring the awareness of Your Seven Sa-
cred Laws to all mankind, that we may
all see the fulfillment of humanity’s
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great future, as proclaimed by Isaiah,
“nation shall not lift the sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore.”’

Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
B00ZMAN). The Democratic leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the
leaders speak today, I ask the Chair to
recognize the senior Senator from
Alaska.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska is recognized.

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
thank the minority leader, and I rise
this morning to thank and to welcome
Rabbi Yosef Greenberg from Anchor-
age, AK, who was introduced by the
President pro tempore, the Senator
from Utah.

This Senator thinks it is important
to appreciate and realize that today
there is a little bit of history being
made. It is the first time we have had
a rabbi from the State of Alaska who
has been willing and able to provide
the morning prayer before the Senate.

The rabbi has led our State for two
decades, beginning in 1991, not only
leading a small but vibrant Jewish
community across the State but also
reminding us of the significance of the
Jewish culture, the Jewish history, not
only to Alaska but throughout the Na-
tion. He has been instrumental in the
building of the Jewish cultural center
and a museum that recognizes that his-
tory and culture. Every year he is truly
a leader in the broader community

within Anchorage as he brings together
people from all faiths at the Jewish
Cultural Gala, which is probably one of
our more preeminent social gatherings
and which is for a good cause.

The leadership of Rabbi Greenberg is
not only strong and recognized within
the Jewish community but across all
faiths within our very broad and inclu-
sive State of Alaska. It is indeed a
pleasure to be able to listen to his
words, reflect on his words, and thank
him for his leadership in my State.

With that, Mr. President, I yield the
floor, and I thank the leaders.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

——————

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—H.R. 4168

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk
that is due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 4168) to amend the Small Busi-
ness Investment Incentive Act of 1980 to re-
quire an annual review by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of the annual govern-
ment-business forum on capital formation
that is held pursuant to such Act.

Mr. McCONNELL. In order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to further
proceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

———

PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as I
recently mentioned, Speaker RYAN and
I had an opportunity to discuss some
important public health issues at the
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